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INTRODUCTION
What is the call about?
FilmEU_WIRE brings together 8 European higher education institutions to collaborate around the common objective of jointly promoting artistic research, innovation and educational activities in the multidisciplinary field of Film and Media Arts and, through this collaboration, consolidate the central role of Europe as a world leader in the creative fields.
A strand of FilmEU WIRE, NOVUS invites proposals for innovative projects that bridge filmmaking, production and artistic research. We recognise that many experts and practitioners in film and media arts institutions excel in their creative fields but may not identify as artistic researchers. NOVUS seeks to harness this wealth of talent, providing a platform for cross-disciplinary collaboration that will reinvigorate filmmaking with fresh perspectives and methodologies.
NOVUS Objective
Our goal is to create pieces for screen that reflect the rich diversity of expertise across our consortium. By offering seed funding, NOVUS aims to facilitate collaborations between creative practitioners, artistic researchers and emerging researchers (including doctoral students). These projects will enhance the capacity of our network and provide valuable creative opportunities.
In this call, NOVUS will support up to 2 selected applications, with seed funding of €7,500 per project. The final number of funded projects (one or two) will be confirmed by the evaluation panel, based on the quality of the proposals received and the available resources.
Fundable items: artistic production (e.g., goods and services necessary for producing the project); dissemination (i.e. presentation costs for the WIRE Artistic Research Exhibition), mobility expenses.
Please state, if applicable, any in-kind contributions in the form of facilities and/or equipment you may have access to. We encourage this activity where possible. Once the project is approved, the successful NOVUS team should contact their HEI's FilmEU team about in-kind contributions.
Funding does not include HR expenses. Please contact your HEI research coordinator about the HR possibilities.

Who should apply?
We invite applications from small cross-disciplinary teams including creative practitioners, artistic researchers and doctoral students. Teams that bring together diverse skills and perspectives, fostering innovation in screen-based media. 
Teams must include:
1. Members from a minimum of two FilmEU Alliance institutions.
1. At least one team member from a Widening country (i.e., Portugal (Lusófona Uni), Lithuania (LMTA), Slovakia (VŠMU), Estonia (BFM-TLU), and/or Bulgaria (NATFA)).
1. At least one practitioner with a clearly defined role in the project. The practitioner does not need to have a research profile, but the application must specify their tasks, responsibilities, and contribution.
1. Alongside the practitioner, at least one artistic / academic researcher OR doctoral student (or both).
1. Lead applicants may be academic staff, non-academic staff, researchers, or doctoral students from FilmEU Alliance institutions.
1. Previously successful NOVUS funded lead applicants are ineligible to apply.
Minimum eligible team: one practitioner + one researcher OR doctoral student, from at least two FilmEU Alliance institutions, with at least one member from a Widening country.
Role of practitioners and distribution of contributions
A central principle of NOVUS 2026 is the meaningful inclusion of practitioners. The application must demonstrate that the practitioner has a clear, substantive and well-defined role in the project. Applications that do not clearly articulate the practitioner's role and the distribution of contributions across the team will not be considered competitive.
In particular, applications must clearly explain:
1. How the practitioner's professional expertise shapes the artistic and methodological approach of the project.
1. Which specific tasks, decisions and creative responsibilities the practitioner will own.
1. How the practitioner's contribution interacts with the contributions of the other team members (researchers, doctoral students, etc.).
1. How responsibilities, time and budget are distributed across the team in a balanced and transparent way.
Evaluation criteria
Proposals will be evaluated by an expert panel against four criteria:

	#
	Criterion
	Weight

	1
	Artistic and research quality of the proposed screen-based work: originality of the concept, clarity of the artistic vision and contribution to artistic research.
	30%

	2
	Cross-disciplinary collaboration: clearly defined role of the practitioner(s) and a balanced, transparent distribution of contributions across the team.
	30%

	3
	Work plan and feasibility: realistic timeline, budget and technical requirements; including a clearly thought-through approach to presenting the work at the WIRE Artistic Research Exhibition 2028.
	25%

	4
	Cross-institutional and cross-country team composition, with attention to participation from Widening countries.
	15%



What do you need to do?
If you are interested in applying for NOVUS, please:
1. Attend the Matchmaking event during the second week of September 2026 (exact date and time TBC) 
1. Complete the Application Form and submit it by the deadline.
Matchmaking
All applicants interested in the call are encouraged to attend the online Matchmaking event. This is a hands-on opportunity for you to meet with potential collaborators, listen and pitch ideas. Matchmaking allows you to explore our FilmEU network and work creatively on initial ideas for an application.
Final Deliverables & Outcomes
· Full exhibition format as per proposal.
· Version with English subtitles (as applicable).
· Timed dialogue list (if applicable).
· Statement of ownership / rights cleared for the project (if required) (e.g., music, talent, etc.). See FilmEU's IP Policy: https://www.filmeu.eu/filmeu-university/achievements-outputs/ip-policy-document
· A research-based reflection of 2,000 words on the project.

The maximum duration of a project is up to 18 months, starting in November 2026 and ending in April 2028, in time for the earliest possible date of the WIRE Artistic Research Exhibition 2028. 
The work will be presented in person at the annual WIRE Artistic Research Exhibition 2028 in conjunction with the annual WIRE Summit. 
Deadline
Deadline: 30 September 2026 at 23:59 CET.
Please send your application in PDF format to ingrida.jasoniene@lmta.lt
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